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INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL
VARNA SUMMER

International Theatre Festival Varna Summer
is held every year in early June as part of the
city’s general festival framework that also
includes other festivals of long standing: the
Musical festivals (since 1926), the Ballet compe-
tition (since 1964), the Jazz and folklore music
festival (since 1992).

The festival’s first edition was in June 1993, It
was born in September 1992 as an initiative
of the Municipality of Varna, the Ministry of
Culture, the Union of Bulgarian Actors, Drama
Theatre - Varna and three of Sofia’s theatres:
Small City Theatre Off the Channel, Theatre
Laboratory Sfumato, and Theatre Bulgarian
Army. The memorandum of association was
signed by 26 theatres and theatre organiza-
tions, and in April 1993 the Bulgarian Theatre
Association (BAT) was registered as a non-
governmental, non-profit organization that
took up the main duties pertaining to the
organization and programming of a theatre

festival within the framework of International
Art Festival Varna Summer. The Municipality of
Varna and the Ministry of Culture became the
festival’s co-organizers. Until 2011 the Bulgar-
ian Theatre Association was chaired by Mitko
Todorov, Manager of Theatre Bulgarian Army.
In the autumn of 2011, Iriney Konstantinov was
elected chair of BAT.

Festival's first editions were selections of the
most successful Bulgarian performances

of the season of selector’s choice. The first
two editions had a main and a parallel pro-
gramme made by a selector. In 1995, the third
edition offered a main programme selection,
while the parallel programme presented a
number of theatres that organized their visit
to Varna on their own.

In 1995, the positions of artistic director and
executive director were introduced to BAT's
management with Tsvetana Maneva, actress
and Nikolay lordanov , theatrologist, being
appointed as artistic director and executive di-
rector, respectively. In their programme, they
proposed that the festival be transformed into
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MEXAYHAPOAEH TEATPAAEH ®ECTUBAA
"BAPHEHCKO AYTO"

Me>kgyHapogHusam meampaAeH cpecmuBan
"BapHeHcko Aamo", npoBerkgauy ce Bcska
20guHa B Hayuaromo Ha Meceuy loHu, e yacm
om obwama cdecmuBanHa pamka Ha 2paga,
kosmo BkalouBa u gpyau dbecmuBanu ¢ goazo-
20gUWHU mpaguuuu: My3ukareH doecmuBan
om 1926 2., 6aremeH koHkypc om 1964 2., gxka3
u dbonknopeH dpbecmuBanu om 1992 a.

MopBomo uzgaHue Ha MeampaAHusa dpecmu-
Baa e npe3 loHu 1993 2. Tol ce parkga kamo
uHuuuamuBa npe3 cenmemBpu 1992 2. Ha
pvkoBogcmBama Ha O6uwuHa BapHa, MuHuc-
mepcmBo Ha kyamypama, Colo3a Ha apmu-
cmume B8 boAzapus, gpamMamuyHus meamop
818 BapHa u Ha Mpu CMOAUYHU Meambvpa:
MIT "3ag kaHana", TeampaAHa pabomuAHuua
"Cchymamo", Teamop "Boazapcka apmusa". 26
meampu U meampaAHU opa2aHu3auuu nog-
nucBam yupegumeaAHus npomokoa, a npe3
anpua 1993 2. e peaucmpupaHa boazapcka
acouuauus 3a meamvop (BAT) kamo Henpa-

BumeaAcmBeHa opaaHu3auus ¢ HecmonaHcka
ueA, kosmo noema ocHoBHuUMe doyHkuuu

NnO Op2aHu3upaHemo U hpo2paMupaHemo

Ha meampaAeH cpecmuBaa 8 pamkume Ha
Me>kgyHapogHus doecmuBan Ha uzkycmBama
"BapHeHcko Aamo". ObuyuHa BapHa u MuHuc-
mepcmBo Ha kyamypama cmaBam cvopa2aHu-
3amopu Ha doecmuBana. NMpoB npegcegamen
Ha BboA2apcka acouyuauusa 3a meamop go 2011a.
e Mumko TogopoB - gupekmop Ha meamovp
"Boa2apcka apmuga". Om eceHma Ha 2011 2. 3a
npegcegamen Ha BAT e uzbpaH MpuHel Koh-
cmMaHmMuHoB.

MopBume uzgaHusa Ha dbecmuBana npegcma-
BAaB8am nogbop Ha Hal-ychewHume 6oAzap-
cku nocmaHoBku 3a ce3oHa cnopeg u3bopa
Ha cenekuuoHep. MNopBume gBe uzgaHus

Ha dpbecmuBana ce cocmosim om ocHoBHa u
conomcmBawa npozpama, nogbpaHu om
cenekuuoHepu. Tpemomo u3zgaHue npe3 1995z2.
npegAaza cenekuyusi Ha ocHoBHa npozpaMa, a
B8 conomcmBaulia npozpama yyacmBam MHo-
>kecmBo meampu, koumo caMu op2aHu3u-
pam cB8oemo 2ocmyBaHe B8v8 BapHa.
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a real international forum and that a work en-
vironment be set up in the form of workshops,
exhibitions, conferences, seminars, etc. ac-
companying the presenting of performances.
In its subsequent editions the festival changed
its artistic profile and was gradually recog-
nized as a prestigious international event.

In 2004, the International Theatre Festival Var-
na Summer Foundation was established with
its Board of Trustees made up of Tsvetana Ma-
neva, actress, Nikolay lordanov, theatrologist
and Asen Terziey, theatrologist. It assumed the
main duties related to festival’s organization
while preserving the status of its traditional
co-organizers (Bulgarian Theatre Association,
Municipality of Varna, and Ministry of Culture).

The festival takes place in an increasing num-
ber of spaces as traditional host venues, Dra-
ma Theatre - Varna and State Puppet Theatre-
Varna, were joined by Varna's Festival and
Congress Centre, Varna City Art Gallery, Graf-
fit Gallery, Archaeological Museum of Varna,
Radio Varna. The circle of festival’'s permanent
collaborators has also expanded: Kamelia
Nikolova (consultant on international selection
and theoretical modules), Rumyana Nikolova
(project coordinator), Angelina Georgieva (in-
formation policy), Georgi Toshev (press atta-
ché), Zornitsa Kamenova (media coordinator)
as well as its permanent partners: America for
Bulgaria Foundation, Sofia Municipality, Art Of-
fice, Antrakt Association, etc.

The number of productions on the festival

bill for the 20 years of its existence totals 493,
accompanied by conferences, seminars,
discussions, concerts, films, actions. There
have been a total of 140 invited foreign per-
formances from 36 countries. The festival has
also ambitions to produce performances, such
as Archaeology of Dreaming by lvan Viripaev,
directed by Galin Stoev (2002) (toured in War-
saw, Poland and Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herze-
govina); 448 Psychosis by Sarah Kane, direct-
ed by Desislava Shpatova (toured in Rouen,
France and Szeged, Hungary). The festival
co-produced with National Theatre Ivan Vazov
the performance The House of Bernarda Alba
by F. G. Lorca, directed by Vazkresia Viharova
(2006) and touring versions of the performanc-
es Hashove by lvan Vazoy, directed by Alexan-

dar Morfov (2005); The Cherry Orchard by A. P.
Chekhov, directed by Krikor Azaryan (2010).

International Theatre Festival Varna Summer
also co-operates with other festivals and pro-
gramming centres in the country and abroad
in order to disseminate theatre production.
Over the past few years in its parallel pro-
gramme have also participated renowned art-
ists from other fields such as dance, music, cin-
ema, literature, visual arts, photography. The
festival thus aims at attracting new audiences
and become a focus of creative energies.

The twentieth anniversary is just another chal-
lenge for festival’s future development as a
space for creative dialogue, cultural coopera-
tion and new artistic discoveries.

Nikolay lordanov

Caeg 1995 2. 8 cmpykmypama Ha pvkoBog-
cmBomo Ha BAT ce BoBerkgam gavokHocmume
apmucmuueH U uznbAHUMEeAeH gupekmop.
3a makuBa ca uzbpaHu akmpucama Ll8e-
maHa MaHeBa u meampoBegom Hukoaal
MopgaHoB. Te npegrazam kamo npozpama
peaAHomo npeBpovulaHe Ha dbecmuBana B
Me>kgyHapogeH dopyM, kakmo u cozgaBaHe-
mo Ha pabomHa cpega okoro nokazBaHemo
Ha cnekmakAume nog doopMmama Ha yopk-
wionu, uzroXk6u, koHdpbepeHuuu, ceMuHapu u
ap. lNpe3 caegBawume u3zgaHusa pecmuBa-
Aom npoMeHa cBoga xygokecmBeH npodouA u
nocmeneHHo ce Hana2a kamo npecmuxkHa
Me>kgyHapogHa nposiBa.

Mpe3 2004 2. ce yupegaBa PoHgauus "Merkgy-
HapogeH meampanAeH doecmuBan "BapHeHcko
AAMoO" ¢ UneHOBe Ha ynpaBumeAHus coBem
LiBemara MaHeBa (akmpuca), Hukoaal Mop-
gaHoB (meampoBeg) u AceH Tep3ueB (me-
ampoBeg), kosmo noema ocHoBHUMe op2aHu-
3auuoHHuU doyHkuuu no dbecmuBana, kamo ce
3ana3zBa cnamymbm Ha HezoBume mpaguuu-
OHHU cvopaaHuzamopu: bvazapcka acouuauus
3a meamvop, ObuiuHa BapHa, MuHucmepcmBo
Ha kyamypama. PecmnuBarom yBeAuuaBa
npocmpaHcmBama Ha cBoemo cAyyaBaHe
kamo ocBeH mpaguuuoHHUMe goMakuHu B8
Auuemo Ha ApaMmamuyeH meamvop — BapHa u
AvprkaBeH kykaeH meamop - BapHa, ca npu-
BAaeueHu u PecmuBaneH u koHzpeceH ueHMop-
BapHa, lpagcka 2anepus - BapHa, lNarepus
"Tpadbum", Apxeonozauuecku my3el — BapHa,
Paguo - BapHa. Pazwups8a ce u kpv2om om
nocMosiHHUME ComMmpygHUUU Ha doecmuBana:
Kameausa HukoaoBa (koHcyaAmaHm Ha mexk-
gyHapogHama ceAekuusa u meopemuyHume
Mogyau), Pymana HukonoBa (koopguHamop
npoekmu), AHzeAuHa leopaueBa (UuHdOP-
MauuoHHa noAaumuka), leopau ToweB (npec-
amawe) 3opHuua KameHoBa (koopguHamop
Meguu); kakmo u Ha He2zoBume nocmMosHHU
napmHbopu: PoHgauus "Amepuka 3a Boaza-
puga", CmoaAuuyHa obwuHa, "Apm odouc", Cgpy-
>keHue "AHmpakm" u gp.

Obuwuam 6pol Ha cnekmakaume Bv8 dbecmu-
BaAnHama npozpama 3a 20-me doecmuBarHu
20gUHU e 493, conomcmBaHu om koHdbepeH-
uuu, ceMuHapu, guckycuu, uzaoxk6u, kor-
uepmu, cpbuamu, akuuu. NokaHeHume uy>kgu
nocmaHoBku ca o6uio 140 om 36 cmpaHu.
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PecmuBarom uma u ambuyuu ga npogyuupa
cBou cnekmakau. TakuBa ca: "Apxeonoaus Ha
coHyBaHemo", MBaH BupunaeB, pexkucvop

I. CmoeB (2002), (ocowecmBuAa mypHema

BvB8 BapuwaBa, NMoAawa u CapaeBo, BocHa u
XepuezoBuHa) "lNMcuxo3a 4:48" om Capa KelH
(2004), pe>k. A. LLiInamoBa (2ocmyBana 8 PyaH,
®paHuus u Cezeg, YHzapus). CoBMecmHo ¢
HapogeH meamvop "UB. BazoB" doecmuBa-
Aom e konpogyuupaa cnekmakoaa "AoMom
Ha bepHapga An6a" om @. I. Aopka, pexk. B.
BuxopoBa (2006) u nomyBauiu BapuaHmu Ha
cnekmakaume "XowoBe" om UB. Ba3o8, pexk.
A. Mopdo8 (2005); "BuwHeBa 2paguHa” om A.
M. YexoB, pexk. Kp. AzapsaH (2010).

Me>kgyHapogHuam meampaneH doecmuBan
"BapHeHcko Aamo" cu compygHuU4uU ¢ gpyau
decmuBaAu u npozpaMupaulu ueHmMpoBe 8
cmpaHama u yy>kbuHa ¢ ueA paznpocmpaHe-
HUemo Ha meampaAHama npogykuus. Npe3
nocaegHume HakoAko 2oguHuU 8 conomcmBa-
uama My npozpama yyacmBam u 3HaMeHu-
mu npegcmaBumeau Ha gpyau uzkycmaBa:
maHu, My3uka, kuHo, Aumepamypa, uzobpa-
3umenHo uzkycmBo, domozpadpus. Mo mo3u
HayuH doecmuBarom ce cmpeMu ga npuBaeue
HoBu aygumopuu u ga ce npeBopHe B cocpe-
gomoyue Ha kpeamuBHU eHepauu.

ABagecemzoguwHuam lobuael e camo no-
pegHomo npegu3BukameacmBo 3a Gbgeuwlo-
mo pa3zBumue Ha dpecmuBara kamo npoc-
mpaHcmBo 3a mBopuecku guanoe, kyamypHo
compygHu4yecmBo u HoBu xygokecmBeHu
omkpumus.

Hukoaaii MopgaHoB



