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WE KEEP GOING UPWARD...
An inteview with Tsvetana Maneva

Mrs. Maneva, you and Nikolay lordanov
were the initiators of the post-1996 reor-
ganization of the International Theatre
Festival Varna Summer from national into
international. What motivated that step,
what did it mean back then in mid 1990s?

For me it was one of the conditions to get in-
volved with the festival at all: the festival had
to make its step towards the world so that we
cease comparing ourselves just to ourselves.
In its initial years the festival was a centre for
Bulgarian theatre directors and a selection of
performances from the most recent season.
But it was my understanding that its mission
was much greater. It was clear that the world
was opening up and theatre had to open up,
too. | did not expect that that idea would be
accepted that soon in those years of transition
when the problems were really hard. Nikolay
lordanov and me both possessed that readi-
ness. He had some specific ideas and first-
hand impressions of international festivals
and performances. On the other hand, it was
precisely in that period in mid 1990s when the
"young" showed up in Bulgarian theatre who
could, by then, use their freedom to choose
and market their new quests by making some
very interesting productions. They were full
of the energy of something long awaited and
desired and had the opportunity to do it. They
had to be noticed and find their place out-
side the country. Thus we had to transform
the festival into a place attracting interna-
tional experts and programmers. The festival
framework of Varna Summer already existed
in Varna and the other festivals in it were al-
ready international. In that complex period |
hoped our culture would be seen as the coun-
try’s best ambassador across the world, and
the theatre, being a live art, is the most direct
ambassador.

What has been decisive in festival’s devel-
opment through the years?

Me and Nikolay lordanov have trust in our-
selves and to each other. In the course of time
we built up a work team of various qualities.
Our coordinator, Asen Terziev, brought in
young and new vigour and reflection about
theatre. Gradually, the institutions started to
believe us. The most important thing was, and
still is, to make one get it that what we have
achieved so far is done for those engaged in
theatre and those who go to see theatre. My
happiest day was when at a press-conference
a desire was voiced to have as many inter-
national performances as Bulgarian. Their
number gradually increased and they showed
mostly new forms and quests in performing
arts. This is precisely how theatrical culture is
stimulated - by keeping our ideas abreast of
the ideas of others and by provoking the cu-
riosity of spectators. Now | would say that the
festival is going very well. We keep going up a
very steep path...

What is the festival’s significance in the
present-day cultural situation for you as its
artistic director?

Today, the significance of its presence is
increasingly appreciated, its sustainability
grows increasingly important. Nowadays, it is
a delicate cultural situation because theatre
gets more and more commercial. A phenom-
enon like the International Theatre Festival
Varna Summer is one of great importance
because it stands by the high aesthetic criteria
and, last but not least, the self-confidence due
to the achievements of the artists...

NMPOADAXKABAME AA BbPBUM HATOPE...
UumepBlo ¢ LLBemana MaHeBa

I-ko MaHeBa, 3aegHo ¢ Hukoaal MopgaHoB
cme UHUUUamopu Ha npeopaaHu3upaHe-
mo cAaeg 1996 2. Ha meampaAHus doecmu-
BaA "BapHeHcko Adamo" om HauuoHaneH 8
MexkgyHapogeH. Koe MomuBupa mozaBa
ma3u kpauka, kakBo o3HauaBauwe ma 8
cpegama Ha 90-me?

3a MeH moBa bewe egHo om ycroBusima Bo-
obuwie ga ce 3aHuUMaBam c dpecmuBana - mou
ga HanpabBu cBoama kpauka koM cBema, 3a ga
He ce cougmepBaMe camo nomerkgy cu. B Ha-
yaAHUME cu 20guHU cbecmuBaAobm npegcma-
BAasBawe cpeguule Ha BobAzapcku meampanHu
pekucoopu u ceanekuusi Ha nocrnaHoB8ku om
Hau-HoBus ce3oH. Ho pazbupaHemo mu bewe,
ye Mucusma My e gaAey no-2oAaMa. 9cHo
beuwe, ye cBemom Beye ce omBaps - mpsb6Ba-
ule u meamopom ga ce omBopu. He ouakBax,
ye ma3u ugesa maka 6vp30 ule ce npueme
mouYHo B oHe3u 20guHU Ha npexog, koezamo
npobAreMume B6axa MHoz2o meykku. C Hukoaal
VlopgaHoe uMaxme mazu 2omoBHocm. Tol
umMawe koHkpemHu ugeu, kakmo u gupekmHu
BneyamaeHusi om MexXkgyHapogHuU doecmu-
BaAu u npegcmaBaeHua. Om gpyza crnpaHa,
mouyHo B oH3u nepuog B cpegama Ha 90-me
20gUuHU B BoAz2apckus meamvp ce nosiBaBaxa
"MAagume", koumo Beue Morkexa ga NoOA3-
Bam cBobogama cu Ha uzbop u ga nAacupam
HoBume cu mopceHus, kamo gaBaxa MHo20
UHMepecHU pegyaAmamu. Te 6g9xa ugnvAHEHU C
eHepausma Ha Heuw,o omgaBHa yakaHo u >ke-
AaHO U uMaxa Bv3zMo)kHocmma ga 20 Hanpa-
Bam. Tpa6Bawe ga 6bgam 3abeada3zaHu u ga
HaMepsm cBoemo Macmo u3BoH cmpaHama.
3amoBa 6euie HeobxoguMo ga npeBopHeM
decmuBana B8 Mmacmo, koemo ga npuBauua
MeXkKgyHapogHU cheuyuaAucmu u npozpa-
Mamopu. BuB BapHa Beue couuecmByBawe
decmuBanHama pamka "BapHeHcko Aamo"

u ocmaHaAaume doecmuBaau B Hes Beue 6axa
MexkgyHapogHu. B oH3u croxkeH nepuog ce Ha-
gsBax, ue Ha kyamypama wie ce 2rega kamo
Ha Hal-gobpus nocanaHuk Ha cnpaHama Hu no
cBema, a meamovpom kamo >kuBo uzkycmBo e
HalU-npekuam...

NMOTAEA KbM CEBE CHU il

KakBo 6ewe onpegeasuio 8 pazBumuemo
Ha dpecmuBana npe3 2oguHume?

C Hukonal MopgaHoB BspBaxme 6 cebe cu u
eguH Ha gpya. C Bpememo ce uzzpagu pa-
6omeH ekun ¢ MHo20 kayecmBa. C koopgu-
Hamopa Hu AceH Tep3ueB goligoxa MAaga

U HoBa eHepaus u pedaekcusa 3a meamop.
MocmeneHHO U UHCMuUMYyyuumMme HU noBapBa-
xa. Hal-8a)kHomo 6ewe u e ga ce npoyMmeee,
ye moBa, koemo cMe nocmuzaHaAu goceaa, ce
npaBu 3a me3u, koumo ce 3aHuMaBam ¢ me-
amop, U 3a oHe3u, koumo 2aegam meamoup.
Hal-utacmauBuam mMu geH 6ewe, ko2zamo Ha
egHa npeckoHdepeHuus ce uzka3za >keaaHu-
emo Me)kgyHapogHume npegcmataeHus ga
ca koankomo 6vazapckume. Te nocmeneHHoO
ce yBeAuyaBaxa, kamo noka3Baxa Hal-Beue
HoBu dbopMu U MopceHusa B8 ugnoAHUMeAcku-
me u3zkycmBa. UMeHHOo maka ce cmuMyaupa
meampaAHa kyamypa - kamo cBepsiBame
cobcmBeHumMe cu npegcmaBu ¢ gpyaume u
ce npoBokupa AlbbonumcmBomo Ha 3pume-
Aume. Ceza 6ux kazana, ue decmuBarom ce
pa3BuBa MHo20 gobpe. NpogovrkaBame ga
BopBuM Hazope No eguH CMpPobMeH NoMm...

B kakBo ce cocmou 3HaueHuemo Ha dec-
muBana 8 gHewHama kyaAmypHa cumy-
auus 3a Bac kamo He208 apmucmuueH
gupekmop?

AHec Bce noBeue ce oueHsaBa 3HayuMocMMa
Ha npucbcmBuemo My, HezoBama ycmouyu-
Bocm cmaBa Bce no-BarkHa. Hacmosauwiama
kyaAmypHa cumyauus e geaukamHa, mol
kamo meamovpom cmaBa Bce no-komMepcua-
AeH. 918AeHuUe kamo MexkgyHapogHusa me-
ampaneH cdpecmuBan "BapHeHcko Asmo" e
om 20ASIMO 3Ha4YeHue, 3aulLomo noggoprka
Bucokume ecmemuyecku kpumepuu, a He Ha
nocAegHo Macmo u caModyBcmBuemo ¢ no-
cmuzHamomo om mBopuume...



